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1. TORONTO STAR CARRIES STORY SEPTEMBER 26 ENTITLED 
"CANADA S AMBASSADOR BACKS ARMY COUP IN CHILE." STORY 
INCLUDES TEXT OF CONFIDENTIAL CABLE ALLEGEDLY SENT BY 
CANADIAN AMBASSADOR TO CHILE, ANDREW ROSS, ON SEPT. 13 
(WHILE ROSS WAS IN BRAZIL). (EXTAFF DECLINES VERIFY 
AUTHENTICITY.) CABLE QUOTES ROSS TO THE EFFECT THAT 

IF ALLENDE HAD REMAINED IN POWER CHILE MIGHT HAVE FACED 
"A FULL-SCALE CIVIL WAR." 

2. IN ALLEGED CABLE ROSS EXPRESSES "REGRET THAT EXTRA-CONS- 
STITUTIONAL AND UNDEMOCRATIC MEANS WERE ADOPTED" BUT NOTES 
THAT VIEWS MUST BE TEMPERED BY FOLLOWING CONSIDERATIONS: 

"A. COUNTRY WAS ON VERGE OF ANARCHY AND ARMED FORCES 
OFFERED ONLY VIABLE TEMPORARY ALTERNATIVE; 

B. MILITARY HAD TRIED AND IN OWN VIEW HAD EXHAUSTED 
EFFORTS AT COLLABORATION WITH ALLENDE; 

C. CONSTITUTIONAL IMPARTIALITY OF MILITARY WAS UNDER 
IMMEDIATE THREAT THROUGH CAMPAIGNS BY MARXIST AND 
ULTRAS ON THE RIGHT; 

D. THERE WAS AN IMMEDIATE NEED TO FEED THE POPULATION; 
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E. INFLEXIBILITY OF CHILEAN CONSTITUTION." 

3. ROSS IS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT MILITARY ACTION 

WAS NOT A "RIGHTIST COUP" AND PREDICTING THAT MODERATES 
OF ALL POLITICAL PERSUASIONS WILL SWING BEHIND THE 
INTERIM GOVERNMENT. 

4. ROSS CONCLUDES CABLE BY NOTING THAT DELAY IN CANADIAN 
RECOGNITION "COULD CONTRIBUTE TO A DELAY IN CHILE'S 
RETURN TO DEMOCRATIC PROCESS.” 

5. FULL TEXT FOLLOWS BY AIRGRAM. 

SCHMIDT 
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